Smith, Pritchard, or Chantrelle. The romance connected with the first of these, the fact that the accused was a young lady, and that she was charged with using one of the most popular and easilydetected poisons, which she had bought openly, and, in doing so, had come under all the requirements of a special Act regulating the sale of arsenic, sufficiently account for the popular excitement. The cases of Pritchard and Chantrelle, on the other hand, closely resembled those of Palmer and of De Pommerais in Prance. All of those criminals made use of their special professional knowledge to commit their crimes, and to throw justice off the scent by their mode of administration of poisons, which could not be obtained by a non-professional person without great difficulty. Strange to say, the very precautions they used told against them, and adepts although they considered themselves to be, they were found guilty, and suffered the extreme penalty of the law; while the woman, unskilled in medicine and in the knowledge of poisons, escaped conviction by our Scotch verdict of not proven.
We had intended to lay before our readers the medical evidence in extenso in this latest trial, but we found that too much space would have been occupied. It is, moreover, unnecessary, as the newspaper press reported the trial with more than usual fulness, and gave especial prominence to the medical reports, which were printed verbatim. In the following resume the quotations from the evidence are taken from the extended notes prepared for the Crown. 
